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CORRESPONDENCE. 


U.S. Sure Pgacocr, 
Callao Roads, June 15, 1837. 


you last, in November, I did think that 

pre this day I should have been at home, but on 

this place, we found affairs on shore in a 

eh required the presence of our ship until the 

a belonging to the station should arrive. 
Here 1 rr scc der Bve esnetho, ond at last the North 
‘7h bas arrived. Yet we are uncertain of the 
af ees sen ee 


™ eA 
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Sin Fay hast I have been promoted into the ward- 

ym, and [ assure you the change is very pleasant, and 

as altered a good many of my opinions about the 
“Though this ship should get home, as I have 
ou must not be surprised if I be not is her, be- 


ee ietng ax orte w jon the U. S. schooner 


é 


“Thad sloost determined to quarrel with you for show~ 

r ing ot lending my letters to some newspaper editor. I 
ys grieved to see the story of my afflictions about the 
tail in print, and I assure you it has been a 

to mg. You will scarcely believe me when 

t ‘all you that the first lieutenant has been taking re- 
yenge for what hie pleases to call “ exposing him unne- 
‘tessarily to the public,” and, in consequence, has been 
riding me duwn like a main tack,” and swears, unless 
take back the story, he will hold me uncomfortable, 
ow as you got me into the scrape, you will please get 

out of it again, and state that whole story about the 
i's tail was some other tale ; that the first lieu- 
tenant did not mistake the tiger’s hip for a holystone, | 
0 ,on the contrary, knew that it was not fit for such’ 
Jurpore, nautically speaking, though the poor Hindoos 
id esteem it a holy stone, and worshiped it accordingly. 

Bot you may say any thing just to relieve me, for | am 
fm to death, and let this be a warning to you and all 
jour friends, to be careful of what they allow to 


. 


Te wan't think how much I envy the commodore of 


He is an emperor on board—a perfect autocrat, 

do or say just what he pleases. Oh! to bea 
tcapiain! I would serve a three-years’ cruise on the 
ee Sty, and it would not be. such very disagreeable 
tte ferry dead folks across, particularly if I was 
mi'to make them scrape their bones before they 
ae Ves! I would make. the cruise cheer- 
: p be made a-post captain afterwards. Then | 
show you how happy and contented I would make 
iy officers. I would always stick to my word and 
fall things at once, and not keep every body “hang. 
the eyelids” in a state of miserable and harass- 
Mertainty. I would indulge them with boats as 
. or eleven:o’clock at night, that they might 
—nebe ag er cay ess are ction aes 


are 


mn Spanish. T have been studying this beautiful 
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en 
language, and I think with a little mofe practice I shall 
be able to talk it very fluently. 

It is almost ten o’clock, and as no one is allowed a light 
after that hour except the fleet surgeon, who, they say, 
is writing a history of the ¢pnise, I must conclude. 1 
might give you some of these countries, but I 
think I can’t do better than to refer you to “ Three 


faithful account; I suppose the doctor will publish anew 
edition of that work, for I see he is constantly making 
notes as he reads some great folio yolumes of Spanish 
that he seems to be very fond of, when not in Lima, 
which he is pretty often. _ 

Now let me. again recommend you not to lend any 
letters to the editors, for every body on board will detect 
my style, and then I shall have no peace of my life. I 
long for the end of this jaunt, and I promise you I shall 
not be in a hurry to go on another. You will be very 
much pleased with my journal ; I put down every thing, 
and perhaps I may make a book myself. ? 

As ever, &c., 
Supe. 


—— 


EDITOR’S TABLE. — — 


Carlyle’s French Recohutions--W¥e have been 
puzzling our brains to get along with the new- 
est new nonsense from. the pen of Sartor Car- 
lyle, purporting to be a history of the French 
revolution, of which the three volumes have 
been haunting our table for some three or four 
weeks, and which we have taken up and thrown 
down again determined to get at the root of the 
matter, but as dften deterred by the style. If 
‘the strength of a man’s understanding, the 
warmth of his imagination, and the purity of 
his heart, are to be gauged by his mode of ésti- 
timating this work,” there are many good peo- 
ple of sober sense who will not be very likely 
to be favourably impressed with those who set 
up such a gauge. As the subject is one just 
now exciting some attention and much amuse- 
ment, we copy the best review we have yet 
seen of this strange production. There is no- 
thing very Outré and very new that advocates 
may not be found to uphold. 

From the London Monthly Review for August. 


The French Revolution: a History. In 3 vols. . By 
Thomas Carlyle.* 12mo. London: Fraser. 1837. 


Whatever may be the merits of this work, one thing 
is certain—they have been, and will be, very differently 
estimated by different individuals. ‘The impugnoers say 
that a new history of the French revolution was not yet 
called for—that these volumes, at any mite, are mis- 
wamed, when claim to the dignified title they 
have assumed, for that they are unintelligible to any one 
who has not previously made himself acquainted, and 
minutely too, with the records’ of the period here-em- 
‘braced, and meant to ‘be> in point of 





Years in the Pacific,” which they say on shore is a very |- 


; 





thought, or-the philosophy that pervades and sustains} model, 





—=————————— 
them, the most extravagant German transcendentalism _ 
is offensively apparent—and that in as far as regards 
language or style, the worst of the worst German schoo 

is merely caricatured, Ox. a. her Sabo eae 
more strenuously maintained by a party, that though the 
philosophy and spirit of such men as Kant, Sehiller, and 
Goethe; have passed into Mr. Carlyle, with all that is 
most pottie in the system of the transeendentalists, yet 
that therein is to be found the only true or safe \princi- 
ples and method which ought to be followed in a histori- 
cal composition. Tt is also- by the same party asserted 
that here is the best, in fact the only history of the . 
French revolution that has yet been written; as well as 


-a model for all histuries—nay, that-it comes nearer the 


manier whieh has been observed: by the inspired writers 
than any other, in as far as the vividness with which it 
brings the actors and the scenes described’ before the 
reader’s eye ;. re aes Ko that 
the strength of a man’s understanding, the of 
his imagination, and the purity of his hearts 20050 te 
gauged by his mode of estimating this work... 

Now, we believe that nest uf der enalieddelal-dlae 
very much for the mere dicta of those who set themselves 
up for crities, unless specimens of the werk under con- 

be also presented, by which these opinionative 

ments may be On this occasion, therefore, 
we, to a Gertain extent, vary our accustomed order of 
proceeding, and give our extracts before offering a criti- 


_¢ism, so that when the readers of the®Monthly Review: 


have finished the perusal of the former, they will beenabled: 
at once, and without any prejudice occasioned by us, to 
judge of them as well as of ourselves.: The only thing 
we request én limine. is, that it-may: be borne in mind: 
that a writer’s performance cannot be eorreetly or ade.- 
quately proneunced upon, unless a steady attention be 
paid to the following points : unless the reader every : 
now and then asks himself, or be made unconsciously to- 
yield an answer to these < ve L obtained any: 
distinct ideas from what I have now read ?—are these 
ideas numerous or rich ?—are they original ?—are they: 
just ?—and, lastly, are they expressed in a way that is 
agreeable, natural, or in the manner of a man who is in 
ion of a sober mind that yet has been highly oul- 
tivated? To afford means whereby.these things may 
be ascertained, it is-not necessary.to do more than quote: 
certain from différent-parts of Mr. Carlyle’s 
volumes, without any regard being paid to their con- 
nected arrangement in the course of a chronological 
order. It is ‘proper to mention,. however, that the yo- 
lumes are severally designated in an historically empha- 
tic manner—* Phe Bastille,” “ The Constitution,”“The 
Guillotine ;” and that the chapters are still more singu- 
larly headed ; some of them thus : “Culottic and Sans- 
culottic,” “In Death Grips,” “ Like a Thunder-clood,” 
“The Gods are a-thirst;” “Mumbo Jambo,” “Grilled 
Herrings,” “Fhe Whiff of Grapeshot,” &e.. 
_ Gar first extracts refer to the close of Louis the Fif- 
teenth’s career.. The lettering and the peculiarities of 
the form inte which the sentanaee son coe" are-nek anne, 
; and man. is the m 
io of creatures, A:world not fizible ; 
an-un which te oe 
we ; wie wean mor why ene ait—and 
rairaculonsly in our Boing, and 
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name World. But if the very Rocks and Rivers (as 
Metaphysic teaches) are, in stric’ language, made by 
those Outward Senses of ours, how much more, by the 
Inward Sense, are all Phenomena of the spiritual kind : 
Dignities, Authorities, Holies, Unholies ! Which in- 
ward sense, moreover, is not permanent like the out- 
ward ones, but for ever growing and charging. Does 
not the black African take of Sticks and Old Clothes 
(say, exported Monmouth-street cast-clothes) what will 
suffice ; and of these, cunningly combining them, fabri- 
cate for himself an Eidolon (idol, or Thing Seen), and 
name it Mumbo Jumbo, which he can thenceforth pray 
to, with upturned awstrack eye, not without hope? The 
white European mocks; but ought rather to consider, 
and see whether he, at home, could not do the like a 
little more wisely.” = 

Again,— se 

“Cardinal Grand-Almoner Roche-Aymon is here in 
pontificals, with his pyxes and his iools: he approaches 


Jed; ill of Revolution Fever—of what other malady this 


The manner in which Charlotte Corday proceeded in 
commanding an historical importance to attach to her 
name is thus represented,— ee. 


“ Tired day-labourers have again finished their Week ; 
huge Paris is circling and simmering, manifold, accord- 
ing to its vague wont; this one fair Figure has decision 
in it; drives straight—towards a purpose. It is yellow 
July evening, we say, the thirteenth of the month; eve 
of the Bastille day—when ‘ M. Marat,’ four years ago, 
in the crowd of the Pont Neof, shrewdly required of that 
Pesenval Hussar-party, which had such friendly dispo- 
sitions, ‘to dismount and give up their'arms then ;” and 
becaine notable among Patriot men! Four years: what 
a road he has traveled :—and sits now, about half-past 
seven of the clock, stewing in slipper-bath ; sore afflict. 


History bad rather not name. . Excessively sick and 
worn, puor man; with precisely elevenpence-halfpenny 
of ready money, in paper; with slipper-bath; strong 


mind with any new or precise ideas, ind 
whether they are better calculated to exc 
sadness ? It is not to be said, however, eM. | 
that he is not a man of original powers of m P 
nied that he is master of German literature, B 
would be the consequence to the English langys 
as relates to our English classics, if such ous; 
formed, whimsically affected, and bastard modes 
pression should become fashionable among o 

minded countrymen, not to say any thing of th 
and obscure system of philosophism, as Mr. Cast 
it, which would also therewith be imported? Jp 
known that he is deeply read, and that he must} 
ter of his native tongue ; and can any onéithe » 
rant as to suppose that that tongue is ta 

destitute of signs for the most subtle or exal 
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as to require the monstrous coinages, speci 
we have just seen? But then it is alleged thai: 

tal idiosincrasy of the man is ¢ re 
have heard persons labour in a manner asm 
own, to define it, and. tolaud it to the 
ing to our opinion,however, the very fact thas] 
is singularly constituted must remove him for eps 
having a right to be held as a model ; for{ 
of mankind must necessarily be incapable of fai 
such an out-of-the-way genius, and cannot gaiely 
to imitate him. We, therefore, while yiclding4 
History of the French Revolution the right whit 
doubtedly possesses of being regarded as one, 
riosities of modern literature, must set it downas 


















the royal pillow; elevates his wafer; mutters, or seems 
to mutter, somewhat ; and so-(as the Abbé Georgel, in 
words that stick to one, ae py it,) has Louis ‘ made 
the amende honourable to 3’ so dues your Jesuit. con- 
strue it. * Wa, Wa, as the wild Clotaire groaned out, 
when life was departing, ‘ what great God is this that 
pulls down the strength of the strongest kings!’” 


Behold Madame du Barry’s departing from the dying 
monarch ; for Mr. Carlyle writes in the present tense. 


* Nay, already, in the afternoon, beheld is not this 
your Sorceress Dubarry with the handkerchief at he 
eyes, mounting d’Aiguillon’s chariot ; rolling off in his 

chess’s consolatory arms? She is gone; and her 
place knows her no more. Vanish, false Sorceress; into 


three-footed stool for writing on, the while; and a squa- 
lid—Washerwoman, one may call her; that is his civic 
establishment in Medical. street; thither and not 
elsewhither has his ruad led him. Not to the reign of 
Brotherhood and Perfect Felicity ; yet surely on the way 
towards that? Hark, a rap again! A musical woman’s- 
voice, refusing-to be rejected; it is the Citoyenne who 
would do France a service. Marat, recognising from 
within, cries, Admit her. Charlotte Corday is admitted. 
Citoyen Marat, I am from Caen, the seat of rebellion, 
and wished to speak with you. Be seated, mon enfant. 
Now what are the Traitors doing at Caen? What De- 
puties are at Caen? Chaglotte names some Deputies. 
‘Their heads shall fall witliin-a fortnight,’ croaks the 
eager People’s-Friend, clutching his tablets to write: 


Space! Needless to hover at neighbouring Ruel ; for 
thy day is done. Shut are the royal palace-gates for ever 
more : hardly in coming years shalt thou, under cloud 
of night, descend once, in black domino, like a black 
night-bird, and disturb the fair Antoinette’s music-party 
in the Park; all Birds of Paradise flying from thee, and 
‘musical windpipes growing mute. Thou unclean, yet 
unmalignant, not unpitiable thing! What a course was 
thine: from that first trucklebed (in Joan of Arc’s coun- 
try) where thy mother bore thee, with tears, to an un- 
named father; forward, through lowest subterranean 

‘depths, over highest sunlit heights, of Harlotdom and 
’ Rascaldom—to the guillotine-axe, which sheers away thy 
vainly whimpering head! Rest there uncursed; only 
buried and abolished: what else befitted thee ?” 


The following relates to the Girondins,— 


“In fact, one thing strikes us in these poor Girondins; 
their fatal shortness of vision! nay, fatal poorness of 
character, for that-is the root of it. They are as stran- 
gers to the People they would govern; to the thing they 
have come to work in. -Formulas, Philusophies, Re- 
spectabilities, what has been written in Books, and ad- 
mitted by the cultivated classes ; this inadequate Scheme 
of Nature’s working is all that Nature, let her work as 
she will, can reveal to these men, So they perorate.and 
speculate; and call on the friends of Law, when the ques- 
tion is not Law or No-law, but Life or No-Life. Pedants 
of the Revolution, if not-Jesuits of it; Their Formalism 
is great ; great also is their Egoism. France raising to 
Qo Austria has been raised only by Plot of the tenth 
of March, to kill Twenty-two of ‘them! This Revolution 
Prodigy, unfoiding itself into terrific stature and articu- 
tation, by its own laws and Nature’s, not by the laws of 
Formula, has become unintelligible, incredible as an im- 
possibility, the ‘waste chaos of a Dream.’ A Republic 
‘founded on what they call the Virtues; on what we call 
the Decencies and’ Respectabilities : this they will have, 
and nothing but this. Whatsoever other Republic Na- 
ture and Reality send, shall be considered as not sent ; 
as a kind of Nightmare Vision, and thing non-extant; 
disowned by the Laws of Nature, and of Formula. 
Alas! Dim for the best eyes is this Reality ; and as fur 
these men, they will not look at it with eyes at all, but 
only through ‘ facetted spectacles’ of Pedantry, wounded 
Vanity; which yield the most portentous spectrum. 
Carping and complaining for ever of Plots and Anarchy, 
they will do one thing : prove, to demonstration, that 
the Restiz will not translate into their formula : that 
they and their Formula are incompatible with the Reali- 
ty: and, im its dark wrath, the Reality will extinguish 
it and theny! What a man kens he cans. But the be- 

,of'a man’s doom is that vision be withdrawn 
rom him; that he see not the reality, but a false 
trum of. the reality ; and, following that, step darkly, 
with more or less velocity, down to the utter Dark; 
to Ruin, which ie the great Sea of Darkness, whither all 
falsehoods, winding or digect, continually flow !” 


Barbarouz, Pétion, writes he, with bare, shrunk arm, 
turning aside in the bath: Pétion and Louvet, aud— 
Charlotte has drawn her knife from the sheath; plunges 
it, with one sure stroke, into the writer’s heart. ‘A moi, 
chére amie, Help, dear!’ no more could the Death-choked 
gay or shriek. The helpful Washerwoman running in, 
there is no Friend of the People, or Friend of the Washer- 
woman left; but his life with a groam gushes out, indig- 
nant to the shades below. And so Marat People’s-Friend 
is ended: the lone Stylites has got hurled down suddenly 
from his Pillar,—whither he that made him does know.” 


A celebrated siege is referred to in our next,— 


“ Neither, while the War yet lasts, will Gibraltar sur- 
render. Not, though Crillon, Nassau-Siegen, with the 
ablest projectors extant, are there; and Prince Condé 
and Prince d’Artois: have hastened.to hell. Wondrous 
leather-roofed Floating batteries, set afloat by French- 
Spanish Pacte de Famille, give gallant summons: to 
which, nevertheless, Gibraltar answers Plutonically, with 
mere torrents of redhot iron—as if stone Calpe had. be- 
come a-throat of the Pit; and utters such a Doom’s- 
blast of a No, as all men must credit.” 


The decline of feudal oppression, but the hotbed con- 
dition of other evils obtain this notice. 


“These men call themselves supports of the throne ; 
singular gilt-pasteboard caryatides in that singular edi- 
fice! For the rest, their privileges are every way now 
much curtailed. That Law authorising a Seigneur, as 
he returned from hunting, to kill not more than two 
Serfs, and refresh his feet in their warm blood and 
bowels, has fallen into perfect disuetude, and even into 
ineredibility ; for if Deputy Lapoule can believe in it, 
and call for the abrogation of it, so cannot we. No Cha- 
rolois, for these last fifty years, thongh never so fond 
of shooting,.has been in use to bring down slaters and 
plumbers, and see them roll from their roofs, but con- 
tents himself with partridges and grouse. Close-viewed, 
their industry and function is that of dressing grace- 
fully and eating sumptuously. As for their debauchery 
and depravity, it is, perhaps, unexampled since the era 
of Tiberus and Commodus. Nevertheless, one. has still 
partly a feeling with the Lady Mfrechale: * Depend 
apon it, sir, God thinks twice before damning a man of 
that quality.’” 

Now, are our readers, or are we to be deterred from 
expressing an honest opinion concerning this extraordi- 
nary work, of which the above extracts are fair speci- 
mens, by any dogmatic or dictatorial member of a crazy 
clique, who, having been seized by that mania for Ger- 
man mysticism and affectation, threatens to throw every 
thing to the clouds, by mistaking unintelligible jargon 
and adulterated English for profundity, and originality 
of thought'and speech? Has not the reading of almost 





that can never be useful, and which ought to 3 
by every one who desires to cultivate a pure andy 
style of writing, as well as to acquire an ink 

system of political ethics. a 


trait, in mezzotint, of Nichulas Biddk 
from a painting by Eicholtz. We cam 
that it gives the play of features so remal 
in Mr. Biddle’s countenance, but it isa; 
and more than average likenegs, and. no 
highly creditable to Mr. Sartain, the che 
and excellence of whose execution ¢o 
his labours to every family who Would d 
possess a likeness of a valued member _ 


fourd’s charming volumes of Lamb’s Let 
Life we have at length received, and} 
better, they are now in type for Wa 
rary Omnibus. Their cost, which is full 
to two years’ subscription of the Omniv 
be reduced therein to a shilling. They 
commenced néxt week; all who 
literary treat will of course take care th 
precute a copy, though, from the edit 
limited to little more than the current: 
of the week, many will probably be di 
ed of receiving the wiole,. unless 
prompt in their orders. BS 


“ Miscellaneous Thoughts on Men, Mi 
and Things; by Anthony Grumbler, of 
ton Hall, Esquire,”’ has been published: 
timore, and will be for sale in a very. - 





every one of these extracts, instead of impressing the 


if it be not already on their counters. 












































We have to thank Mr. Sartain for ee 


Riddle. 


Lithography.— A new candidate 


nours of the lithographic art has comm 
business in Walnut street, below Third 
John Collins, to a fine natural taste fort 
has acquired by careful practice and 

perfection of thography. Some specim 
have seen are worthy of much praise, % 
title Mr. Collins to’ extensive patronage 
traits, landscapes, circulars, and the: 
variety of which lithography is capabl 
executed with neatness and despatch, a 
happen to know that orders from a distan 
be promptly attended to. a 
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Letters of Charles Lamb.—Serge 
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ler.—A new wort 


cS 


‘iad 

mt ar 
ua 
er 


Sees ee ae 


“She Yournal of Belles Metives. = tit 





at baad: shat we thuch like,|then 


in for many years our habit to 

om guch the best apophthegms and 

veant remarks, under the general title 

~.? a considerable number, though 

Sti portion’ of which, we copied off; 

sat times for the columns of the Na- 

sette ; the present volume will afford 

uation very considerable additions in this 

sont, The thoughts are highly original, 

| a close observer and a sound ‘thinker ; 

ace many topics of national manners 

“th knowledge, a distinguishing mark 

om and those of our transatlantic 

srs; they are such as “ Young Misses 

= Out; ** New and Qld School ;’’ 

os Balls?’ “Talkers Classified ;”’- * Api- 

A ti”? Moral and Political Honesty ;” 

E Mostings 3” « Church Architecture ;” 

‘ion in the Street; ‘ Mendacity of Ser- 

ns: ins ort, a thousand topics such as we 

ly about, compressed into a small 

{ treated sometimes seriously, some- 

irically, by a gentleman, if we mistake 

style, who has adorned our legislative 

‘snd contributed in other and permanent 

sio the standard literatuae of our coun- 

We like the generality of the remarks so 

P that had we space we should be willing 

ote the whole duodecimo volume, three 

red and seventy pages though there be. 

is, we can only let him tell a few home 
-) *> HE ART OF PUFFING. : 

heart of paffing has become a science! The ex- 

ie words quackery, charlatanry, humbug, are too 

wy to embrace its comprehensive import. It per. 

‘every order and ramification in life ; eclipses, or 

aishes, all modest hopes; plants its foot 

gi silent merit; has a vocabulary of its own ; perverts 

ean well-known words, abounds in expletives, 

lloquent terms ; extracts merit by a double 

nt of nothing ; lavishes on the merest duties 

ithe most-inordinate praise ; vaunts the most ordi- 


y Hpry succesees as matters of pith and moment, merito- 


sof very special notice; and gives-to men, events, 
1 colouring which Senaty belonged only to 
nius of the highest order, to phenomena of rare occur- 
i,and to things the most recherché. This is a criune 
language, against the order of nature, against 
the well-being of society; and indicates a 
al, religious, political, and literary decadence, much 
mid what is generally suspected. Illustration by 
mple would be use! d though it flourishes here 


" 
7% 
rw 


ermal javenescence, it churacterises the age; and 
fieted to no city or country in Christendom. 
=. LADIES NEGLECTED IN SOCIETY. 
Ay Go young gentlemen so often pretermit married 
f, When occasionally at parties, as if they were there 
fe spectators, entitled to none of the attentions, and 
share in the amusements of the evening? I have 
them to neglect the homage of even a lazy bow! 
#am quite sure, is manners no where, and in nei- 


+ YOUNG MissEs “COMING OUT.” |, , 
‘Hhould young misses, in their early teens, be 
y transferred from the enviable domesticity of 
Mery, and the salutary quietude of the school- 
othe rudeness of the garish world, and the ex- 
mets 0} the miscellaneous party or ball, by a process 
ealy denominated “coming out?” And would it 
mm vetter taste, slowly to glide, and, as it were, to 
nt world of fashion, and into its responsibili- 
Vani than to submit such tender and inno- 
ids to the copious rash of new ideas, and to. the 
@ varied and novel duties? For if en yee be 
Well sustained by the novice, my life it, it 
some expense of the discipline of the nursery 
nd if ill performed, there must be a great 
‘ef feeling and of sentiment before she becomes 
A SAYING OF SOCRATES. _ 
the wise saws of the wise Socrates, we find a 
mm, a8 applicable at the present day as it was 


; to wit, that although no one undertakes a trade, 
even the meanest, he has not learned, yet every one 
thinks himself sufficiently qualified for the hardest of} 
all trades— rninent! In unison with this, the old 
couplet, with more wisdom than poetry, saith, 


“A man must servé his time to every trade, 
Save polity, politicians all are ready made !” 


POPULARITY OF MARTIA, THE GOSSIP. 


Martia knows all the gossip of the town—obtains it 
heaven only knows how. She is, they say, very good- 
natured—entertains often and handsomely, and details 
her scandal so playfully—or so seriously, as the case 
may be, and 80. plausibly withal, that- no one suspects 
that Martia is at heart ill-natured! But she is so, if 
my optics be sound. I think I can plainly see the gall 
of bitterness through the r veil of her apparent 
good-natare. All the worff likes her, she is so amusing, 


80 agreeable, and her house so charming. Pulcheria, on 


the other hand, knows nothing of gossip—reads a good 
deal—is a most close observer of every thing that meets 
the eye, that she may form her opinions deliberately, and 
then gently, but firmly act upon thom. But the world 
would ‘Javish on Martia a thousand caresses, to one be- 
stowed on Pulcheria. How very amiable and discrimi- 
nating is this! ’ : 

We shall not give up this work without afford- 
ing our readers another taste of its value; it has 
not been produced in a day, and we doubt not 
it is destined to.a long career of usefulness as 
well as popularity. 

The Pickwick Papers.—We believe it is the 
veritable Samivel Weller who tells a story of an 
extraordinary invention, by which a man was 
enabled to put hogs in at one end of a machine 
and_ they came out very fine sausages at the 
other; but one day the projector was unluckily 
caught and chopped into sausage meat and hith- 
self sold for real Bologna; his friends missed 
him, but for a long time knew not what had 
become of him. It has been so with the Pick- 
wick Club volumes; they have been caught up 
by that miraculous machine, the public, (for 
whose tastes there is no accounting,) and as fast 
as they are made they disappear. - We do not 
mean to say that they are bacon or Bologna, 
but certainly there is a good deal of fat, and 
occasionally there is matter that may be desig- 
nated as coarse. Unlike a steamboat Bologna, 
there is rather too much than too little, but it 
is like the edible again in being too much drawn 
out—too thin.and wiry. To a hungry man it is 
said to be very well tasted, and at the American} 
price it makes a cheap breakfast for a dull tra- 
veller’s day; but who has ever laid it under his 
pillow at a hotel and not thought of the better 
food he might have had at home, free from taint 
and the hotel flavour of gin and tobacco. There 
is much humour and point in Samivel and his 
friends, but we are not yet prepared to say it is 
truly excellent; in this we are sorry to differ 
from most of our masters of the literary repub- 
lic; to those from whom we somewhat. differ 
it will be agreeable news to learn that part 
fourth has just been published by Carey, Lea 
& Blanchard ; and, moreover, that they will 
issue an illustrated edition, as soon as the work 
is complete, which will be the case with part fifth. 


Faulis on both Sides.—Why. will the audience persist 
in making the dead hero or heroine of a tragedy come 
and make them a bow or a cartsey ; and why will actors 
and actresses do a thing so absurd? If they had the 
courage either to resist the call altogether, or to insist 
upor. re-dressing for the new part, it would, perhaps, put 
a stop to the foolish fashion. Managers should, we think, 
in such cases, prepare a shroud, and have the actor carried 


"Jon the stage ; the illusion then would not, as it now inva- 


riably is, be utterly destroyed, and good taste could not be 


«  Cheerfulness in suciety 








more offended, * 
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should, under ordinary cir 
_curtistances, be considered a branch of politeness. _ 

The vanity of others is often offensive to us, in the 
proportion that we have vanity of ourown, =” 

A pervading tranquillity (not apathy) is generally the 
characteristic of-the first order of minds, as restlessness 
is of the second. The planets twinkle—the fixed stars 
shine with unbroken steadiness. : 

There are some failures in life from over-rating the 
general intellect, thuugh not so many as from over-rating 
our own. Young men at times decline what to them 
would have been an easy course of action, and led to 
fame and fortune, from an erroneous notion that the pro- 
posed task must be equally easy to the world in general, , 
and consequently not worth performing. 

The perfection of egotism is pechaps exhibited by those 
persons who can perceive nothing attractive in children, 
unless they chance to be their own. Such a feeling as 
this is somewhat analogous to turning with indifference 
from Hamlet, or As You Like It, merely because one dues‘ 
not happen to be its author. : 

Old Tree——At Brignolle, near Toulon, is an old elm, 
under which a dance was performed before Charles IX. 
of France, in 1564. Michel de P'Hospital, born in 1563, 
and Chancellor, in 1560, speak of this tree as an object: 
worthy of the attention of travellers. 

Agriculture—A M. Marivault has written, and partly 
published, a history of agriculture, which is highly spo-- 
ken of on the continent, It is divided into two great’ 
parts, the first containing an account of agriculture from” 
the most distant times to the Christian era; the second 
from that event till the end of the sixteenth century. 

Leaves.—The MM. Bravais have, by their experi-- 
ments, reduced the spiral disposition of leaves to geome-- 
tric rules, liable to some deviations, which arise from: - 
accidental causes, : 

* Artesian Wells—In the tertiary basin of Perpignan’ 
and the chalk of Tours, there are some subterranean 
waters which have an enormous upward pressure. The 
water of an Artesian well in Rousillon rises from thirty. * 
to fifty feet aléVe the surface. At Perpignan and Tours, 
M. Arago states that the water rushes up with so much 
force, that a cannon-ball placed in the pipe of an Arte- 
sian well is instantly ejected by the ascencing stream, « 
In Lineolnshire, where wells of this description have- 
been long fully as common as in Artois, (whence the 
name Artesian,) they are very characteristically called 
Blow Wells.—Mechanics’ Magazine. 

Eruption of the Sea into a Mine.—Miost distressing ac- 
cidents are of frequent occurrence in niining districts. 
Seldom has one more melancholy occurred than that of 
which we are ubout to speak, which took place in the 
coal mines of Mr. Curwen, of Workington, on Friday 
last. The principal workings in Mr. Curwen’s collieries 
extend a long way-under the sea. In Lady Pit the Cam- 
perdown band runs rapidly towards the surface in the 
direction of the shore, and it was here the miners had 
for a long time time been employed. As they proceeded 
onwards with their labour the thickness of the covering 


between the sea and the workings was daily reduced by -- 


their operations, until at the time the accident occurred 
it is suposed to have not exceeded fifteen fathoms, only 


four fathoms of which were freestone, the rest loose gra- 


vel and sand. The coal having been thus cut away to 
within so short a distance, and the excavated seam -be-_ 


ing so great—eleven or twelve feet—added to the re- = 


moval of some pillars, the superincumbent strate gave — 
way, the water rushed in from the sea, and three valu- 
able minés—Lady Pit, Isabella Pit, and Union Pit— 
were almost instantanéously filled, and rendered for ever 
useless. This will ke a heavy loss to Workington. At_ 
the time the sea broke in there were fifty-seven men 
-and boys in the mine, thirty of whom. escaped by the 
bear-mouth ; but twenty-five men and two boys were 
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overtaken by the water and perished. In addition to 
this, twenty-eight valuable horses also perished. It was 
fortunate the accident took place at the hour of changing 
the shift, when comparatively few men were in the pits, 
otherwise the loss of life might have been much more 
extensive. Several of the survivors were within three 
hundred yards of the place when the water broke in, 
which had the effect of not only instantly changing the 
current of air.in the mine, but of rendering it compara- 
tively cold, This at once convinced them all was not 
wight, and they made the best of their way to what is 
called the bear-mouth, ‘and escaped. The current of air, 
as the men ascended the inclined plane, was so great, 
from the pressure of the water, that the men experienced 
‘the greatest difficulty in keeping their footing, and had 
the trap-doors not been uncommonly good, it is thought 
wery few would have escaped with life. Asa man named 
‘Bland, who had gone down te render assistance, was _re- 
‘turning, the outer duor was closed by the violence of the 
current, and opening inwards, he tried in vain to move 
‘it. At ‘length, however, he succeeded in breaking one 
of the boards of which the door was fornied, and such 
was the rush of air through the aperture, that he was 
carried with tremendous force through the epening, and 
thus escaped. 

Influence-of Light on Combustion.—There is a gene- 
‘ral opinion that the direct rays of the sun diminish 
the combustion of a common fire, and with a view to put 
it to the test of experiment, Dr. M‘Keever instituted a 
set of experiments on the actual rate of combustion of 
well-known: bodies, in different circumstances. It ap- 
pears from these trials, that the quantity of wax taper 
consumed in broad sugshine, in the open air, is less than 
that consumed in a darkened room in the same time, in 
‘the proportion of 10 to 11. When the experiment was 
tried with a common mould candle, an inch in length 
@vas consumed in 59 minutes in a strong sunshine, tem- 
perature 80 degrees; in 56 minutes in a darkened room, 
‘temperature 68 degrees. Other trials were made to as- 
certain the effect. of different coloured rays of the prisma- 
tic spectrum on combustien, and it was found to proceed 
most rapidly in the verge of the violet ray. The times 
of consuming the same length of taper in the different 
portions of the spectrum were, in the red ray 8 minutes ; 
green ray 8 minutes 20 seconds; violet ray 8 minutes 
57 seconds. The common opinion is therefore correct, 
but the difference not so considerable as might be ex- 
pected. 

Medical Waters.—In 1728, MH the time of Law, the 
most famous of quacks of the first class, another, named 
Villiers, confided to. seme friends that his uncle, who had 
lived nearly to the age of one hundred, and who was 
thea killed by an accident, had left him the seeret of 
a water which could easily prolong life to the age of a 
- hundred and fifty, provided sobriety was attended to. 
When a funeral passed, he affected to shrug up his shoul- 
ders in pity. His friends, to whom he generously im- 
parted it, and who attended a little to the regimen pre- 
scribed, found themselves well, and cried it up. He then 
sold. it for six francs the bottle, and the sale was prodi- 
gious. It was the water of the Seine, impregnated with 
a small quantity of nitre; and those who took it and 
_ Confined themselves a little to the regimen, but above 
all, those who were born with a good constitution, in a 
short time recovered perféct health. He said to others, 
“It is your own fault if you are not perfectly cured. 
You have been intemperate: correct yourself of that 
viee, and you will live one hundred and fifty years at 
least.” Several did so, and the fortune of this good 
‘quack augmented with his reputation. The Abbé do 
Pons ranked him much above his namesake, Marshal 
Villars : “ He caused the death of men,” he observed to 
him, “whereas you make men live.” It being at last 
discovered that the water of Villiers was only river wa- 


> 


ter, people took no more of it, and resorted to other 

quacks in lieu of him. It is certain that he did much 

goud, and he could only be accused of selling the Seine 

water too dear. 

Tortonia the Banker.—A striking instance of the ele- 

vation of a person from humble to exalted cireumstances, 
is found in the life of Tortonia, a celebrated banker at 
Rome, whose father was nothing more than a valet de 
place, that is, one who showed abvut strangers for hire. 
Tortonia, who was an active, intelligent young man, at 
first entered into business in a small way as a jeweller. 
In course of time he became a sort of banker; and an 
unexpected circumstance brought him in contact with 
Cardinal Chiaramonti. On the death of Pope Pius VI., 
a conclave was to be held at Venice for the election of 
a new pope. Chiaramonti had expedtations of being 
elected to the vacant office, but he was unable to attend 
the conclave for want of money. In this emergency he 
was supplied with a few hundred crowns by Tortonia. 
The cardinal now repaired to Venice, where, in the 
church of St. George, he was elected pope, under the 
title of Pius VII. In gratitude for this act of service, 
the sovereign pontiff, on his return to Rome, appointed 
Tortonia banker to the court. He was created a mar- 
quis, and afterwards a duke, and is now perhaps one of 
the richest capitalists in Europe. 

The Algemeine Zeitung contains the account of a 
noble lady near Rome, who has just been discovered to 
have acted for some time past as chief of a gang of ban- 
ditti. She was in the habit of receiving and entertain- 
ing her men at her chateau, and the property taken on 
‘the road was regularly exported for sale to England and 
France. The lady is supposed to have had regular agen- 
cies at Florence, Leghorn, and Genoa, whither the pro- 
perty was forwarded, thereby escaping the investigation 
of the police. Several persons moving in respectable 
society have been arrested on suspicion of having been 
connected with this Rinaldini in petticoats. 
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